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the Cass Corridor (as Midtown was still called then),
where's he's been a mainstay for the last 30-plus
years. “I went 1o the Old Miami [bar] with a friend
in 1g77 and got drunk and stayed over at his house
on Peterboro,” Landy recalls. “T looked art his garage
in the morning -
said, ‘Can I live here?™™

He stayed for two years, heating the place with
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Landy bought the other guys out a few years later
and has been living in the house since.

“It was just so grear,” he says of the old days.
“When you had no neighbars, you could do what-
ever you wanted. And the people outside — at tha
time there was no crack; it was just winos and alco-
holics — they were harmless. So we had big fences
and a swimming pool and our own liule world

“Then, 1 kept buying stuff around me because 1
didn't wanr idiots moving in next door. T had all this
property, and | had to do something with it. So 1
learned to be a developer — learned to work with
nonprofits, learned historic tax credits, and was al-
ready into historic preservation.”

His role as a Derroit developer didn't begin in
carnest until the late *Sos, though

In the 1g6os, Landy ran a printing company that
was responsible for all the Grande Ballroom promo-
tions, cralting posters for the MCs, The Stooges, Pink
Floyd, Fleetwood Mac, and other rock ' roll lumi-
naries who passed through the mythic venue. His
print shop's next-door neighbor, the Fifth Estate, at
the corner of the Lodge Freeway and Warren, af-
forded him the opportunity to write for the under-
ground newspaper. In 196g, he moved 1o Chicago,
where he wrote for another alternative paper, The
Chicage Seed. The entire Seed stafl lived in his rented,
szoo-a-month townhouse on LaSalle, where activists
Abbie Hoffman and Tom Hayden were among those
who came and went, Landy also stamed Radio Free
Chicagp, an underground radio show on WTLV-FM,
and helped run the Aragon Ballroom.

In 1972, Landy moved back to Detroit, where his
career ook another tum. “I don't know how 1 start

ed fixing foreign cars,” Landy says. “T had one that 1
fixed, and people just started asking me 1o fix theirs.”
The hobby, which explains the grease-stained hands,
rned into J&L Foreign Auto Center at Gratiot and
Conner, which he ran for nearly 25 years,

“I think you need a certain kind of mentality w
fix cars to make a living, and 1 think Joel just felt
that it wasn't worth it.” Lichtenstein says, explaining
Landy's reasons for selling the auto shop.

In 1990, Landy bought the former Addison Hotel
on Woodward and converted it into 4o apartments
(the building also houses Atlas Global Bistro on the
street level). A year later, something Landy calls “a
miracle” happened. He bought the Jefferson School
from Detroit Public Schools for s1,000. “They were
going to tear it down,” Landy says, “There were no
charter schools back then. T put goo windows in,
sent 17 people o jail [for sripping copper] — pro-
tected it for nine years — until 1 got a lease when
there were charter schools. Then 1 received s65,000
a month rent for eight years. A month!”

“That's probably one of his biggest successes,”
Slattery says. Landy, too, is proud of it. Although he
has a portfolio of rental properties, he admits that it's
the school that funds most of his projects.

“The charter-school business sort of blossomed,”
Lichtenstein says. “There was a formula to making it
work, and Joel is pretty quick on picking stuff up like
thar.” But he antributes Landy's success to something
other than mere lucky timing, Lichtenstein says Lan-
dy's varied skills — his ability 1o be the contractor,
planner, roofer, electrician, and everything in be-
tween, on all of his development projects — has
saved Landy a considerable amount of money.



andy finally finds his
keys — he's been
hulding them the en-
tire time. Despite this
oversight, his memory is nothing
short of amazing. Lichtenstein calls
him “the greatest multi-tasker you'll
ever meet.” And Slatery says Landy
is “an idea guy” who's “always going
in 10 different directions.” Landy
demonstrates, as he offers a scatter-
shot tour of his extensive model-train
collection, effusively offering tidbits
on almost every piece. “This one
was made by a model-maker in 1930.
It's called a Sterling Single,” he says
"']‘I"th‘b' a British m(ll.{c] ui-.:n r\l.m:ri-.
can engine. It's called a Columbia. It’s a 4-8-4 engine,
... This was hand made. It's a copy of an African
Garratt locomotive.” And so on. His passion for
trains is contagious. "He has such a lively, creative
mind that he just gets such joy out of a steam boiler,”
Lichtenstein says. "It wouldn't do much for me ... but
he finds his thrills in collecting things.”
Landy’s girlfriend of 12 years, Linda Morris, likens

Thar's why I say there’s a fine line be-
tween hoarders and me. T collect old
movie projectors, old cameras, old
British sports cars (of which 1 have
30). I have about eight Jaguars, a Mor
gan, a Rolls-Royee, eight MGBs, and
numerous other cars.”

His friends observe the parade of

LANDY ALSO COLLECTS LOCAL ART. ANTIQUE FURNITURE,

EARLY 20TH-CENTURY MACHINERY — MEDICAL INSTRUMENTS. MICRO-

SCOPES. AND PHONOGRAPHS — IRONS. AND VACUUM CLEANEF

their 23room home 1o “the basement of the Smith-
sonian.” And Landy acknowledges: “It’s not the way
most people live.” The third floor is devoted almost
entirely to railroading, An electric train track con-
sumes much of the main room, while a functional
cable car is suspended from one wall. Shelves line

the room, holding miscellaneous trains. Decals thar
read “Michigan Central Railroad” lay on a table, next
to some Brasso polish. A chair draped in a worn
green quih occupies a cormer, with an overflowing
ashtray next to it “Sometimes | have a little more
time — you know, like 2 or 3 in the moming — w0
work in the train room,” Landy says

In the adjoining rooms, more shelves hold addi-
tional train parts and other weasures. A small work
shop off to the side contains a computer-operated
lathe, used for repairing parts. Model Engineer maga-
zines are scattered about, along with manuals and
other train books. What would happen if he ran owt
of shelves? Landy gestures toward brackets lying
around, indicating he'd just build more shelves, then
corrects, as il suddenly remembering the option: “Oh,
no! I'd just get another building

“I have 4o,.000-square-feet worth of collections.

belongings with bemusement. “At one
time, he had titles 1o over 0 cars,”
Lichtenstein says. “I think he proba-
bly owns more Jaguar engines sitting
up on a shell than anyone in the
country.” Landy also collects local
art, antique furniture, early 20th-cen-
tury machinery — medical instru-
ments, microscopes, and phonographs
— irons, and vacuum cleaners. He
“Dally in the Alley” post-
and has a collection of
memorabilia for every Detroit mayor
since Coleman A. Young

“Oh, 1 collect Victorian buildings,”
Landy adds. “T own a whole historic
district.” And, in fact, Landy owns
three city blocks, including the entire
Peterboro-Charloue historic district.

As for his trains, one would think
the accumulation was the result of
decades spent flea-market bartering
<IT‘d .‘iL“llrI-n_g ll—.l‘ll.' Fj‘(‘\\'s NL‘[ S0,
Landy bought almost everything on
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LANDY MOVES ON OUICKLY HE ADMIT:

THAT TRAINS ARE JUST ONE

“He doesn't take a day off or go on vacation ™

As for the rest of Landy's estate, he plans to do-
nate part of it 10 charity and museums. He has no
children (71 have tena he deadpans when asked
about posterity}, so other pieces will be left 10 select
1 like 1o
he peo-
ple that have helped

individuals

help some
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er, because you don't know if you can do anything
tomorrow. | could be sick — couldnt do anything
So I've got to do it all woday™

Another explanation: Landy moves on quickly
wation

He admits that trains are just one fasc
that will likely soon be replaced with something
else, although he's absorbed by them for now
“He goes whole hog until he gets everything he
wants on it, and then he gets bored with it,”
“And then
something else 1o collect™

Lichtenstein says he goes on 10

Back ouside, the train tracks — laid in con

n through what he refers o as “the

e —
a garage with “doorways
for the train to pass through. He explains
that it will be more impressive when he con
“Itll be late

tunnel, cut into its

sid

structs the actual gypsum wnnel
pear,” Landy says, “before we can go
he block and do a tour of the Victorian
houses [on Peterboro], have dinner at Adlas, and
get to a movie [at the Burton Theatre] ™
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next
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d by the fact tha
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ord Museum
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Greenfield Village or the Henr
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Ie's a workaholic,” Lichtenstein adds.
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Things have changed in the neighborhood sur-
rounding Landy’s kingdom over the last three de-

cades. “We used to play baschall in the middle of

Woodward when I first moved here, and only had 10

stop for a e ours,” he recalls. Since then,

his goal has been o get as many people w0 move into

ar every few b

the arca as possible. Prospects seem 10 be only im
proving. “He owns so much property that the big
bays are finally moving into his neighborhood; it's
y starting 1o hapy |\<_n for him,” Slattery says. And
= occupancy rate of Landy's rentals is at 1o percent

i
t
for the first time in 20 years
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